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Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  Jewish 

Spirit. 


Address  Delivered  at  the  Lincoln  Celebration  of  the  Chi- 
cago Hebrew  Institute. 


By  Dr.  E.  A.  Fischkin,  President  of  the  Chicago  He- 
brew Institute. 


We  are  assembled  here  this  evening  to  pay  homage 
to  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  whose  centennial 
is  now  being  celebrated  in  every  city,  town  and  hamlet 
throughout  the  country.  We  have  assembled  here  on 
the  eve  of  the  day  in  which  every  loyal  heart  will  beat 
in  gratitude  for  the  fact  that  Lincoln  has  lived,  every 
voice  will  speak  in  eulogy  of  the  deeds  which  Lincoln  has 
done,  every  pulpit  and  every  platform  will  be  decorated 
with  the  flag  of  the  Union  which  he  has  saved.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  make  the  eulogy  of  Lincoln  to  you  this  evening. 
I  have  neither  the  strength  nor  the  equipment.  This  ora- 
tion will  be  delivered  this  evening  by  an  orator  of 
national  renown,  who  will  depict  the  fame  and  the  great- 
ness of  the  greatest  of  our  presidents. 


What  I  intend  this  evening  is  to  determine  our  own 
relation  to  this  national  celebration,  to  ascertain  our 
place  at  this  festival  of  the  American  nation.  We  are 
part  and  parcel  of  this  great  nation.  The  joy  of  this 
country  is  our  joy,  the  pride  of  the  nation  is  our  pride. 
But  we  are  assembled  here  this  evening  not  only  as 
Americans,  but  as  American  Jews.  Not  only  as  patri- 
ots, but  as  patriotic  units  in  this  great  family  of  races 
and  nationalities.  What  is  our  relation  to  the  glorious 
character  of  Lincoln,  what  is  our  claim  to  his  fame, 
what  our  influence  on  the  formation  of  his  great  person- 
ality? 

Lincoln's  is"  not  the  only  great  name  m  the  annals  of 
American  history.  Washington,  and  Jefferson,  and 
Franklin  and  the  galaxy  of  -  national  heroes,  born  at  the 
momentous  period  of  the  Revolution,  will  live  forever  in 
the , memory  of  men  and  will  be  revered  and  cherished 
at  all  times  and  in  all  lands.  But  it  is  claimed,  that 
while  the  revolutionary  heroes  were  types  of  another 
clime,  titanic  figures  transplanted  from  another  soil, 
gentlemen  of  English  spirit  and  culture,  which  were  yet 
predominant  at  that  time,  Lincoln  was  the  first  type  ol 
an  American,  the  first  president  whose  intellect  had  de- 
veloped on  the  soil  of  this  country,  had  been  nourished, 
on  American  ideals.  Can  we,  as  Jews,  claim  any  priv- 
ilege in  having  exerted  an  influence  on  the  formation  of- 
American  ideals?  Can  we  enjoy  the  privilege  of  recog- 
nizing in  Lincoln's  personality  traits  of  our  own  fea- 
taires,  peculiar  to  ourselves.? 

"  This,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  is  in  my  opinion  the  great- 
est satisfaction,  the  greatest  source  of  joy  for  us,  as  Jews, 
in  this  national  celebration.  For  if  there  is  any  congeni- 
ality between  the  soul  of  a  people  and  the  character  of 
a  person,  it  is  the  striking  similarity  between  the  ideals 


and  aspirations  of  the  Jewish  people  and  those  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  it  is  the  feelings,  thoughts,  and  instincts 
of  our  people  embodied  in  the  personality  of  this  Ameri- 
can hero.  It  is  the  intellectual  affinity  of  the  soul,  the 
"Wahlverwandtschaft  der  Seelen,"  which  makes  the 
memory  of  Lincoln  adorable  and  sacred  to  us  as  Jews. 

Abraham  Lincoln !  His  very  name  constitutes  a  sacred 
significance,  commemorating  the  time,  when  Hebrew 
ideals  were  moulding  the  character  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, when  Hebrew  spirit  was  regulating  individual  and 
social  life,  when  the  heroic  personalities  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament were  sacred  names,  when  the  old  Puritans  have 
even  baptized  their  children  by  the  names  of  Hebrew 
prophets  and  patriarchs.  Though  not  blood  of  our  blood, 
he  is  a  spirit  of  our  spirit;  though  not  a  product  of  our 
Hfe,  he  is  the  essence  of  our  soul;  though  not  part  of 
our  substance,  he  is  the  result  and  consummation  of  our 
ideals.  . 

What  are  Jewish  ideals  ?  What  is  the  essence  of  our 
national  soul?  What  the  moving  principle  of  our  long 
historic  life?  History  gives  but  one  answer  to  these 
questions:  our  religion,  and  it  gives  but  one  interpreta- 
tion to  our  religion :  liberty, — liberty  and  human  dignity. 
Liberty  and  human  dignity  are  the  only  ideals  which 
have  filled  our  soul,  the  only  traits  which  have  marked 
our  character,  the  only  motives  which  have  made  our 
history,  the  only  features  which  have  characterized  our 
religion.  Judaism  and  liberty  are  synonymous.  Mosaism 
and  human  dignity  are  equivalent.  The  Decalogue  is 
the  basis  of  every  declaration  of  the  rights  of  men  that 
has  ever  been  made,  and  the  preface  to  the  ten  command- 
ments explicitly  states  that  the  reason  why  Israel  shall 
obev  them  is  that  it  made  them  free.     "You  shall  not 


be  slaves"  is  the  refrain  to  every  commandment  and  to 
every  precept  given  in  the  Bible.  Anti-slavery  is  the 
living  ideal,  the  moving  spirit,  the  essence  of  the  Thora; 
it  is  a  principle,  an  instinct,  a  primal  energy  which  has 
given  cause  and  meaning  to  every  prescription  of  the 
Old  Testament :  be  it  the  rest  of  the  Sabbath,  the  joy  of 
festivals,  the  care  of  the  needy  or  the  love     for     the 


stranger. 


Even  our  dogmas,  our  rites,  our  ceremonials  had  only 
one  meaning  and  one  purpose,  to  emphasize  the  sanctity 
of  life  and  of  life's  dignity;  Hfe  sanctified  by  liberty  and 
dignified  by  freedom  from  bondage,  "And  when  thy  son 
asketh  thee  in  time  to  come,  saying,  'what  means  the  tes- 
timonies, and  the  statutes,  and  the  judgments  which  the 
Lord  our  God  hath  commanded  you  ?'  Then  thou  shalt  say 
unto  thy  son,  'We  w^ere  Pharaoh's  bondmen  in  Egypt; 
and  the  Lord  brought  us  out  of  Egypt  with  a  mighty 
hand.'  "  Liberty  and  equality  and  justice  are  the  elements 
of  our  religion,  the  Trinity  of  the  Old  Testament. 

Will  this  spirit  of  Judaism  ever  become  manifest  to 
the  world  ?  This  spirit  of  our  religion  is  still  suppressed, 
is  still  covered  by  heaps  of  theological  interpretations,  is 
still  misconceived  and  misconstrued ;  but  the  time  is  near, 
and  benignant  characters  like  Abraham  Lincoln  bring 
us  nearer  to  the  time,  when  this  spirit  of  our  religion 
shall  be  liberated  and  shall  again  be  radiant  in  its  pure 
light,  as  will  also  the  understanding  of  what  influence 
the  Jews  have  exerted  upon  the  destiny  of  the  human 
race.  We  of  America  are  especially  interested  in  it.  We 
Jews  shall  proclaim  it,  that  we  are  not  strangers  in 
spirit,  not  aliens  in  traditions  and  sentiment  in  this  land 
of  liberty. 

The  historians  and  writers  trace  to  Greece  the  origin 


of  democratic  government.  Athens  and  Rome,  so  we 
are  taught  in  school,  were  the  cradle  of  Republican  gov- 
ernment, which  Lincoln  so  loved.  The  time  will  come, 
when  the  world  will  learn  to  appreciate  the  spirit  of  our 
religion,  and  the  influence  which  the  Jewish  people  had 
exerted  upon  the  deliverance  of  nations.  Not  Homer, 
but  the  Bible  is  the  book  which  has  formed  the  ideals  of 
men.  Not  the  republics  of  Greece,  but  the  Hebrew 
commonwealth  was  the  pattern  for  this  our  glorious 
republican  democracy.  Not  Athens,  but  Jerusalem  is  the 
cradle  of  human  liberty. 

Jerusalem!  Where  is  the  name  more  suggestive  of 
all  that  is  earnest,  profound  and  solemn  in  the  destiny 
of  man?  Where  a  city  more  glorious  in  the  history  of 
the  human  race,  more  impressive  in  the  moulding  of  the 
human  soul,  more  significant  in  the  forming  of  the  human 
thought?  Standing  on  the  barren  lock  of  Zion,  it  blazes 
forth  as  a  bright  light,  which  by  its  ceaseless  waves  has 
produced  the  vibrations  of  the  human  soul.  From  its 
arid  and  stony  soil  came  the  thought,  which  has  fertil- 
ized the  world,  and  the  thought  which  has  ennobled  the 
race  was  born  in  the  brains  of  men  who  walked  in  the 
streets  of  Jerusalem.  From  the  blue  and  clear  sky  of 
the  eternal  city  arose  the  star  which  has  illuminated  the 
horizon  of  the  human  mind;  the  star  of  liberty,  the 
thought  of  freedom,  the  consciousness  of  human  dignity. 
Jerusalem  is  sacred  because  of  the  people  who  lived  in 
it,  because  of  the  race  which  has  created  it.  Rising  high, 
like  a  statue  of  liberty,  above  all  the  other  cities  of  the 
world,  it  reflects  the  features  of  its  people  which  has 
been  of  greater  influence  upon  the  human  destiny  and 
the  thought  of  the  world  than  any  other  nation  on  earth. 


''Nor  sun,  nor  moon,  nor  star  had  need  to  be, 
God's  countenance  alone  illurnitiated  thee. 
On  Avhose  elect  He  poured  his. spirit  out'."' 

— Yehuda  Halevi. 

The  spirit  of  Israel,  a  people  chosen  by  God  to  declare 
to  the  world  the  equality  of  man ;  for  out  of  Jewish  in- 
telligence liberty  was  born;  for  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem 
-Deuteronomy  was  written,  the  greatest  book  given  to 
humanity,  the  basis  of  every  declaration  of  the  rights  of 
man,  the  only  book  of  the  people  written  by.  the  only 
people  of  the  book.  For  out  of  the' walls  of  that  city 
came  the  cry  of  "Shema  Israel,"  the  declaration  of  the 
unity  of  God,  and  of  the  equality  of  man.  For  out  of 
the  heart  of  the  Jewish  people  came  the  cry  for  liberty 
and  human  dignity,  the  first  -protest  of  man  against  slav- 
ery and  darkness.  Alone  in  the  spiritual  desert  of  the 
world  stood  the  Jewish  nation,  defending  their  spiritual 
treasures  against  the  powers  of  darkness.  With  a  cour- 
age and  a  spirit,  unparallelled  in  history,  have  they  fought 
against  satanic  powers  of  their  time;  the  baseness  of 
Egypt,  the  despotism  of  Greece,  the  bestiality  of  Rome. 
They  have,  fought  and  have  lost.  But  the  blood  which 
ran  in  the  streets  of  Jerusalem  has  fertilized  the  world. 
The  American  Declaration  of  Independence  is  but  a  fruit 
of  the  sacred  tree  which  had  grown  on  Jewish  soil.  And 
the  star  which  came  from  Jerusalem  -is  still  the  guiding 
star  of  humanity  in  its  struggles  and  aspirations.  And 
the  genius  of  the  Jewish  spirit  is  still  struggling  with  the 
powers  of  darkness,  wth  the  infernal  forces  of  the  ipod- 
ern  world,  of  Russia  and  Roumania,  of  Persia  and  Mor- 
occo, which  are  all  in  arms  against  the  spirit  of  the  Jew- 
ish race.  And  the  cry  of  '^Shema  Israel"  is  still  on  the 
lips  of  our  people.  "  The  word  of  God  is  still  coming  from 


Jerusalem,  and  the  banner  of  human  dignity  is  still 
carried  high  by  the  people  which  centered  in  its  walls. 

Lincoln  loved  America  with  the  passion  and  devotion 
of  an  exalted  patriot,  but  it  were  the  Hebrew  ideals 
embodied  in  the  Constitution,  which  made  America  dear 
to  him.  "Our  Government,"  said  he  in  his  speech  at 
the  Republican  Banquet  in  Chicago  in  1856,  "rests  in 
public  opinion.  Whoever  can  change  public  opinion  can 
change  the  government  practically  just  so  much.  Public 
opinion  on  any  subject  always  has  a  central  idea,  from 
which  all  its  minor  thoughts  radiate.  That  central  idea 
in  our  political  public  opinion  at  the  beginning  was  and 
until  recently  has  continued  to  be  the  equality  of  man." — 
■*'And  now  my  countrymen,"  said  he  at  another  time  in  his 
speech  at  Lewiston,  Illinois,  in  1858.  "If  you  have 
been  taught  doctrines  conflicting  with  the  great  land- 
marks of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  if  you  have 
listened  to  suggestions  which  would  take  away  from  its 
grandeur  and  mutilate  the  fair  symmetry  of  its  propor- 
tions :  if  you  have  been  inclined  to  believe  that  all  men 
are  not  created  equal  in  these  inalienable  rights  enum- 
erated by  our  chart  of  liberty,  let  me  entreat  you  to  come 
back.  Return  to  he  fountain  whose  waters  spring  close 
by  the  blood  of  the  Revolution.  Think  nothing  of  me — 
take  no  thought  for  the  political  fate  of  any  man,  whom- 
soever— but  come  back  to  the  truths  that  are  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  You  may  do  anything 
with  me  you  choose,  if  you  will  but  heed  these  sacred 
principles,  you  may  not  only  defeat  me  for  i:he  Senate, 

but  you  may  take  me  and  put  me  to  death 

But  do  not  destroy  the  immortal  emblem  of  humanity — 
the  Declaration  of  Independence." 

His  love  of  .his  country  was  his  love  of  American  prin- 
ciples.    And  he  loved  these  principles  for  the  freedom 
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they  spelled  to  the  entire  world.  "It  is  not  the  mere 
matter  of  the  separation  of  the  colonies  from  the 
Mother-land,"  said  he  in  Independence  Hall  in  Philadel- 
phia in  1861.  "But  that  sentiment  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  which  gave  liberty  not  alone  to  the  people 
of  the  coutry,  but  hope  to  all  the  world,  for  all  future 
time.  It  was  that  which  gave  promise  that  in  due  time 
the  weights  would  be  lifted  from  the  shoulders  of  all 
men,  and  that  all  should  have  an  equal  chance.  This  is 
the  sentiment  embodied  in  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. Now,  my  friends,  can  the  country  be  saved  on  that 
basis?  If  it  can,  I  will  consider  myself  one  of  the  hap- 
piest men  in  the  world  if  I  can  help  to  save  it.  If  it  can- 
not be  saved  on  that  principle,  it  will  be  truly  awful. 
But  if  this  country  cannot  be  saved  without  giving  up 
that  principle,  I  was  about  to  say  that  I  would  rather 
be  assassinated  on  this  spot  than  surrender  it." 

Without  liberty,  and  equality  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness for  all  men,  America  had  no  attraction  for  him. 
"When  the  know-nothings  get  cotnrol",  wrote  he  in  a 
letter,  ^'It  will  read,  'All  men  are  created  equal,  except 
negroes  and  foreigners  and  Catholics  ....  When  it 
comes  to  this  I  shall  prefer  emigrating  to  some  country 
where  they  make  no  pretense  of  loving  liberty — Russia 
for  instance,  where  despotism  can  be  taken  pure  and 
without  the  base  alloy  of  hypocrisy."  His  admiration 
for  the  Russian  Czar  was  almost  Jewish.  "The  auto- 
crat of  all  the  Russlas,"  wrote  he  in  another  letter,  "will 
resign  his  crown  and  proclaim  his  subjects  free  republi- 
cans sooner  than  will  our  American  masters  voluntarily 
give  up  their  slaves." 

His  love  for  his  country,  his  people,  and  its  govern- 
ment was  equalled  only  by  the  love  of  the  Jews  for  their 
nation  and  their  religion;  for  he  too  regarded  the  Amer- 
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icans  as  the  chosen  people,  selected  by  God  to  proclaiai 
liberty  to  the  world. 

"I  am  exceedingly  anxious,"  were  his  remarks  to  the 
Senate  of  New  Jersey  in  1861,  "that  this  Union,  the 
Constitution  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  shall  be  per- 
petuated in  accordance  with  the  original  idea  for  whick 
that  struggle  was  made,  and  I  shall  be  most  happy  in- 
deed, if  I  shall  be  a  humble  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
the  Almighty  and  of  this  his  almost  chosen  people  for 
perpetuating  the  object  of  that  great  struggle." 

And  again  he  said  in  his  speech  at  Peoria,  111.,  "Our 
republican  robe  is  soiled  and  trailed  in  the  dust.  Let  us 
repurify  it.    Let  us  turn  and  wash  it  white  in  the  spirit, 

if  not  the  blood  of  the  Revolution "Let  us 

readopt  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  with  it  the 
practice  and  policy  which  harmonize  with  it.  Let  North 
and  South — let  all  Americans — let  all  lovers  of  liberty 
everywhere  join  in  the  great  and  good  work.  If  we  do 
this,  we  shall  not  only  have  saved  the  Union,  but  we  shall 
have  so  saved  it,  as  to  make  and  to  keep  it  forever  wor- 
thy of  saving.  We  shall  have  so  saved  it,  that  the  suc- 
ceeding millions  of  free  happy  people,  the  world  over, 
shall  rise  up  and  call  us  blessed  to  the  latest  generation." 
Does  not  this  outburst  of  enthusiasm,  this  rapture  of  the 
soul,  this  pride  in  the  Constitution,  remind  you  of  the 
verse  in  Deuteronomy:  "And  what  nation  is  there  so 
great,  that  hath  statues  and  judgments  so  righteous  as  all 
this  law." 

His  ideal  of  political  equality  incorporated  also  the 
Jewish  ideal  of  social  equality.  Social  justice  was  for 
him  the  basis  of  a  society  of  equals.  "That  is  the  real 
issue,"  was  his  expression  in  his  debate  with  Douglas 
at  Alton,  111.,  in  1858;  "It  is  the  eternal  struggle  be- 
tween these  two  principles — right  and  wrong — through- 
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out  the  world.  They  are  the  two  principles  which  have 
stood  face  to  face  from  the  beginning  of  tirne  and  will 
ever  continue  to  struggle.  The  one  is  the  common  right 
of  humanity,  and  the  other  the  divine  right  of  kings. 
Jt  is  the  same  principle  in  whatever  shape  it  develops 
itself.  It  is  the  same  spirit  that  says,  '^You  toil  and  work 
and  earn  bread,  and  I  will  eat  it."  No  matter  in  what 
shape  it  comes,  whether  from  the  mouth  of  a  king  who 
seeks  to  bestride  the  people  of  his  own  n-ation  and  live 
by  the  fruit  of  their  labor,  or  from  one  race  of  men 
as  an  apology  for  enslaving  another  race,  it  is  the  same 
tyrannical  principle."  And  again  he  said,  "Ta  secure 
to  each  laborer  the  whole  product  of  his  labor,  or  as 
nearly  as  possible,  is  a  worthy  object  of  any  good  gov- 
ernment."— "There  is  no  permanent  class  of  hired  labor- 
ers among  us,"  wrote  he  in  his  notes  on  government. 
"Twenty-five  years  ago  I  was  a  hired  laborer.  The  hired 
laborer  of  yesterday,  labors  on  his  own  account  today  and 
will  hire  others  to  labor  for  him  tomorrow.  Advancement 
— improvement  in  condition  is  the  order  of  things  in  a 
society  of  equals." — A  true  prophetic  conception  of  jus- 
tice :  Labor,  the  source  of  human  happiness,  and  the 
fruits  of  labor  its  reward.  An  ideal  of  social  justice  as 
expressed  by  Isaiah:  "And  they  shall  build  houses  and 
inhabit  them,  and  they  shall  plant  vineyards  and  eat  the 
fruit  of  them.  They  shall  not  build  and  another  inhabit ; 
they  shall  not  plant  and  another  eat." 

His  love  for  the  stranger  was  purely  Jewish.  "In  the 
regard  to  foreigners,  I  esteem  them  no  better  than  any 
other  people  nor  any  worse."  .  .  .  "If  there  are  any 
abroad  who  desire  to  make  this  the  land  of  their  adoption, 
it  is  not  in  my  heart  to  throw  ought  in  their  way  to  pre- 
vent them  from  coming  to  the  United  States ;"  were  his 
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remarks  in  Cincinnati  in  1861.  And  the  motive  for 
this  appreciation  for  the  foreigner  was,  as  he  stated  in 
a  letter  to  Horace  Greeley,  "his  personal  wish,  that  all 
men  everywhere  would  be  free."  I  say,  it  was  Jewish, 
because  no  nation  on  earth  as  yet  has  risen  to  the  height 
of  Jewish  humanity.  The  civilized  nations,  and  not  all 
of  them,  after  thousands  of  years  of  barbarity,  have  now 
come  to  the  conception  of  tolerance.  Not  tolerance,  but 
love  was  the  Jews'  offer  to  the  stranger,  not  sufferance, 
but  equality.  ''Love  the  stranger,"  is  an  exclusively  Jew- 
ish precept,  and  the  reason  for  this  love  is  liberty:  "for 
you  have  been  strangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt." 

Jewish  was   Lincoln's   conception  of  patriotism.     To 
him  patriotism  implied  the  sacrifice  of  blood  and^  of  life 
for  one's  country,  but  sacrifice  by  love  and  devotion  and 
not  by  coercion.    As  a  consequence  was  his  Jewish  con- 
ception of  military  duty,  enforced  by  love  and  not  by 
fear,  by  the  voluntary  sacrifice  of  individual  rights  and 
not  by  tyranny.     "And  the  officers  shall  speak  unto  the 
people  saying,"  so  was  the  Jewish  rule  of  military  dis- 
cipline. "What  man  is  there  that  has  planted  a  vineyard 
and  has  not  yet  eaten  of  it?     Let  him  go  and  return 
unto  his  house,  least  he  die  in  the  battle  and  another 
man  eat  of  it."  And  the  officers  shall  speak  further  unto 
the  people  and  shall  say:    "What  man  is  there  that  is 
fearful  and  faint-hearted?     Let  him  go  and  return  unto 
■    .  his  house,  lest  his  brethren's  heart  faints  as  well  as  his 
heart.  "      In   accordance   with   these   principles   Lincoln 
has  steadily  refused  in  the  entire   four  years  of  battle 
days  to. sanction  the  death  penalty  in  cases  of  desertion. 
It  was  not  pity  with  the  soldiers,  but  the  result  of  his 
faith  in  the  ennobling  and  inspiring  influence  of  free  in-, 
stitutions  which  need  no  coercion.     "The   free  institu- 
tons  which  we  enjoy,"  said  he  in  his  message  to  Con- 
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jress,  "have  developed  the  powers  and  improved  the  con- 
dition of  our  whole  people  beyond  any  example  in  the 
world.  Of  this  we  have  a  striking  and  impressive  illus- 
tration. So  large  an  army  as  the  government  has  now  on 
foot  was  never  before  known,  without  a  soldier  in  it, 
but  who  has  taken  his  place  there  on  his  own  free  choice." 
And  the  American  nation  has  proven,  that  a  free  country 
needs  not  the  help  of  the  Russian  knute,  of  brutal  mili- 
tary tyranny,  of  force  and  of  coercion.  Voluntarily  have 
they  responded  to  his  call.  "We  are  coming,  Father  Abra- 
ham, three  hundred  thousand  more,"  was  the  enthusiastic 
reply  of  a  free  nation  of  heroes. 

This,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  are  the  traits  in  Lin- 
coln's character,  which  make  his  memory  venerable  and 
sacred  to  us,  not  only  as  Americans,  but  as  Jews.  .  .  In 
today's  celebration,  we  not  only  pay  tribute  to  Lincoln 
as  the  personification  of  the  American  nation,  but  we 
glory  in  our  belonging  to  this  nation  for  its  personification 
of  Jewish  ideals.  This  celebration  is  not  only  the  expres- 
sion of  our  American  patriotism,  but  is  also  the  reverber- 
ation of  accumulated  impulses  of  our  Jewish  soul.  For 
this  is  the  nation  that  has  built  its  institutions  on  the 
principles  of  the  Old  Testament.  For  this  is  the  land 
where  the  lofty  sacred  Jewish  ideals  of  liberty  became 
the  heritage  of  the  people.  We  celebrate  the  glorious 
work  of  a  great  American  patriot,  who  sealed  his  faith 
in  free  institutions  in  his  blood  and  who  left  us  the 
sacred  heritage  of  liberty  and  of  the  free  and  undisturbed 
pursuit  of  our  own  happiness,  but  we  pay  here  tribute 
also  to  our  own  glorious  past,  to  the  spirit  of  Israel  which 
revived  in  this  land  of  liberty. 

Here  in  this  house,  where  the  two  spirits  shall  amal- 
gamate, here  in  the  Hebrew  Institute,  dedicated  to  the 
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work  of  Americanization,  consecrated  by  the  spirit  of  our 
Jewish  ideals,  let  the  life  and  the  character  of  Lincoln 
be  an  incentive  and  an  inspiration.  It  is  for  us,  to  use 
his  own  immortal  words,  to  be  dedicated  to  the  great 
task  remaining  before  us.  It  is  for  us  to  follow  his 
example  in  giving  ourselves  to  the  sacred  cause  of  liberty 
and  human  happiness.  Let  us  here  become  conscious, 
that  in  holding  high  the  flag  of  America,  we  are  in  duty 
bound  to  hold  high  the  banner  of  Judaism,  that  in  iden- 
tifying ourselves  with  the  American  nation,  we  are  in  duty 
bound  to  devote  ourselves  to  the  Jewish  people,  that  in 
trying  to  plant  Americanism  in  the  heart  of  our  unfort- 
unate brethren  who  are  fortunate  to  come  to  this  coun- 
try, we  are  in  duty  bound  to  preserve  and  sustain  heir 
Jewish  ideals  and  traditions.  For  these  ideals  have  kept 
our  Jewish  people  free  amidst  the  greatest  trials  of  suffer- 
ing and  persecution.  For  this  their  religion  has  been  the 
power  which  has  saved  them  from  slavery  and  degrada- 
tion. Lincoln  was  conscious  of  the  saving  power  of 
ideals,  Lincoln  understood  it:  "It  is  difficult,"  said  he, 
"to  make  a  man  miserable,  while  he  feels  he  is  worthy 
of  himself  and  claims  kindred  to  the  great  God  who  made 
him." 

Let  our  rich  and  our  strong,  our  leaders  and  our 
spokesmen  cease  to  emphasize  the  faults  of  our  people 
and  to  accentuate  their  defects,  whenever  they  assemble 
in  discussion  of  Jewish  needs  and  of  Jewish  problems.  Let 
them  learn  to  grasp  and  to  understand  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  Jewish  soul  and  not  look  at  the  accidental  features. 
Lincoln  was  capable  of  it,  Lincoln  understood  it.  "The 
true  rule  in  determining  to  embrace  or  reject  anything," 
said  he  in  Congress,  "is  not  whether  it  have  any  evil  in 
it,  but  whether  it  have  more  of  evil  than  of  good.  There 
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are  few  things  wholly  evil  or  wholly  good ;  our  best  judg- 
ment of  the  preponderance  between  them  is  continually . 
demanded." 

Let  us  be  conscious  of  the  preponderance  of  moral  and 
spiritual  qualities  in  our  people,  which  were  manifested 
by  them  through  long  ages  of  the  past,  and  which  will 
make  them  worthy  of  their  American  future. 

Let  our  adherence  to  our  glorious  past  be  combined 
with  the  adhesion  to  our  American  future.  Let  the  love 
of  American  institutions  be  nourished  by  the  love  of 
Jewish  ideals.  Let  us  devote  ourselves  to  the  sacred  task 
of  keeping  alive  the  identity  of  these  two  ideals,  that  the 
vision  of  the  greatest  visionary  shall  become  realized,  that 
the  emancipator's  dream  of  political  freedom  shall  become 
an  actuality,  w^hich  he  expressed  in  the  inimitable,  beauti- 
ful words:  "And  what  a  noble  ally  this  to  the  cause  of 
political  freedom;  with  such  an  aid  its  march  cannot  fail 
to  be  on  and  on,  till  every  son  of  earth  shall  drink  in  rich 
fruition  the  sorrow-quenching  draughts  of  perfect  lib- 
erty. Happy  day  when — all  appetites  controlled,  all  poi- 
sons subdued,  all  matter  subjected-mind,  all  conquer- 
ing mind,  shall  live  and  move,  the  monarch  of  the  world. 
Glorious  Consummation !  Hail,  fall  of  fury !  Reign  of 
reason,  all  hail !" 
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